December 15, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Fedaral Communications Commigsion
445 12th Strest, 8 W,

Washingtan, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

At & time when our service men and women are being asked to extend their tours
of duty away from family and loved ones, we ought to reward their resolye, not
further strain their connections to home. Needless to say, | am dlsappointed 1o
le@rn that the FCC is considering ralsing the cost for our troops to oall home
using the cre-paid calling cards that virtually all of them use. The Commission
must not take any action that would make it more expsnsive to use pre-pald
calling cards.

The cards have proven to be a valuable asset net just to those serving abroad
alao to the men and women stationed on bases around the country. Our troops
are able to call friends and family for just pennies & minute and now would be a
terrlble time for the FCC to Impose new charges on calling cards that would
increass prices by as much as 20%.

Bslieve me that a 20% increase In the cost of pre-pald calling card service willl
send a clear message to our troops that bureaucrats in Washingten are making
policles without any concem for the impaet on soldiers on the ground. Even the
slightest ircraease in the prios of keeping in touch will unnecassarily place an
even greater strain on tha siready fragile moralke of our troops.

Pisase do the right thing and keep the cost of prepaid calls low. Our troops and
their familiae deserve no less.

Sincerely,

g e Rt

ulie Rowaell
Commandar, USN, Retired
3645 Richrnond Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80922
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Commissioner Kathlesn Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Corrmissioner Jonathan Adelstain



